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Electric Reliability Update 
 
APRIL 25, 2016 

FERC 
FERC Accepts NERC Annual Compliance Monitoring and 
Enforcement Filing - April 14 - FERC accepted NERC’s 
uncontested February 23 filing of its annual Compliance 
Monitoring and Enforcement Program Report.  FERC's acceptance 
of the filing constitutes final agency action.   

NERC 
Gerry Cauley Testifies on Grid Security at House Hearing - April 
14 - NERC President and CEO Gerry Cauley testified at a hearing of 
the House Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public 
Building and Emergency Management on the country's 
preparedness for cyber-attack or other failures of the electrical 
grid.  Mr. Cauley's testimony focused on the range of tools utilized 
by NERC to address reliability challenges facing the bulk electric 
power system.  Representatives from the Department of Energy, 
Department of Homeland Security, and industry also testified at 
the hearing.  

Congress 
Energy Policy Modernization Act Passes Senate - April 20 - The Senate passed the Energy Policy 
Modernization Act, the comprehensive energy legislation spearheaded by Senators Lisa Murkowski (R-
AK) and Maria Cantwell (D-WA), by a vote of 85-12.  The bill, which returned to the Senate floor after 
Senators removed holds relating to the Flint water crisis and revenue sharing for offshore oil and gas 
production, includes a number of provisions related to cybersecurity.  Title II of the bill grants authority 
to the Secretary of Energy to issue emergency orders to protect the bulk-power system in the event of a 
cybersecurity threat, and requires FERC to adopt regulations providing cost recovery to entities required 
to implement actions under this emergency authority.  Title II also provides new authorization for 
Department of Energy research, development and demonstration to enhance energy sector 
cybersecurity.   

Senate Energy Bill Includes a New Grid Reliability Reporting Mandates - April 20 - The Energy Policy 
Modernization Act also includes two FERC reporting requirements related to grid reliability.  Title IV of 
the bill would require NERC, in coordination with regional entities, to prepare and make available a 
“reliability impact statement” any time that a federal agency proposes a major rule that may impact the 
bulk-power system.  The report must detail the possible impact of the proposed rule on the reliability of 
the bulk power system, any adverse effects the proposed rule may have, and alternatives (including a no-
action alternative) to remedy those adverse effects.  The federal agency promulgating the rule would be 
required to “give due weight” to NERC’s expertise and provide a detailed response to the reliability 
report when finalizing its rule.  Title IV would also require transmission organizations to submit a report 
to FERC identifying the diversity of capacity resources available to them and assessing how market rules 
can better support a diverse generation portfolio.  

Other Developments 
$357 Million Investment by DOE in Electric Reliability Technology – March 15 – The Department of 
Energy (DOE) published a report last month detailing its synchrophasor technology project. According to 
the report, DOE and industry partners invested a total of more than $357 million to deploy 
synchrophasor technology that will provide grid operators with “unprecedented wide-area visibility to 

 

 Dates & Events 
April 2016 
 
25 Comments due to 

FERC on primary 
Frequency Response 
Reforms 

 
25 DOE Mathematical 

Programming for the 
Solution of Optimal 
Power Flow Webinar 

 
May 2016 
 
4-6 NERC Project 2015-09 

– System Operating 
Limits Technical 
Conference 

 Atlanta, GA  
 
12 NERC MOD-031-2 

Overview Webinar 
 
23 Reliability Standard 

PRC-026-1 becomes 
effective 

 
23 Comments due on 

Notice of Proposed 
Rulemaking: 
Requirements for 
Frequency and Voltage 
Ride Through 
Capability of Small 
Facilities  

 
June 2016 
 
1 FERC Technical 

Conference Policy 
Issues Related to 
Reliability of Bulk-
Power System 

 
 

NERC Balloting & 
Comment Deadlines 

April 2016 

25 Initial Ballot and Non-
binding Polls and Comments 
Due: Project 2007-06.2 – 
Phase 2 of System 
Protection Coordination – 
PER-006-1 and Two 
Proposed Modified 
Definitions 

May 2016 

6 Additional Ballot and Non-
binding Poll and Comments 
Due: Project 2015-07 – 
Internal Communications 
Capabilities – COM-001-3 

 

 

 

http://www.nerc.com/FilingsOrders/us/FERCOrdersRules/LetterOrder_Annual_CMEP_20160414_RR15-2.pdf
http://www.nerc.com/news/testimony/Testimony%20and%20Speeches/Gerry%20Cauley%20Testimony%20-%20April%2014%20House%20Transportation%20subcommittee%20hearing.pdf
http://transportation.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=400038
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2012/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22s2012%5C%22%22%5D%7D&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2012/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22s2012%5C%22%22%5D%7D&resultIndex=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2012/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22s2012%5C%22%22%5D%7D&resultIndex=1#toc-id48FB00C2192B455AA9844582BF4F68C2
https://www.congress.gov/bill/114th-congress/senate-bill/2012/text?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%22%5C%22s2012%5C%22%22%5D%7D&resultIndex=1#toc-id48FB00C2192B455AA9844582BF4F68C2
https://www.smartgrid.gov/files/20160320_Synchrophasor_Report.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/02/24/2016-03837/essential-reliability-services-and-the-evolving-bulk-power-system-primary-frequency-response
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/02/24/2016-03837/essential-reliability-services-and-the-evolving-bulk-power-system-primary-frequency-response
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/02/24/2016-03837/essential-reliability-services-and-the-evolving-bulk-power-system-primary-frequency-response
https://nasevents.webex.com/mw3000/mywebex/default.do?nomenu=true&siteurl=nasevents&service=6&rnd=0.9934762754796459&main_url=https%3A%2F%2Fnasevents.webex.com%2Fec3000%2Feventcenter%2Fevent%2FeventAction.do%3FtheAction%3Ddetail%26confViewID%3D1755724635%26%26EMK%3D4832534b0000000265f38d30cb28d0ccb88a16fa4805a6c268bbf53a8f619e9959245a93c3151377%26%26encryptTicket%3DSDJTSwAAAAKBCWlr-FQV9Tu6Q3xrrpOWMyU_itgL5hV2maNU2mvD_Q2%26%26siteurl%3Dnasevents
http://www.nerc.com/pa/Stand/Pages/Project-2015-09-Establish-and-Communicate-System-Operating-Limits.aspx
http://www.nerc.com/pa/Stand/Pages/Project-2015-09-Establish-and-Communicate-System-Operating-Limits.aspx
http://www.nerc.com/pa/Stand/Pages/Project-2015-09-Establish-and-Communicate-System-Operating-Limits.aspx
https://cc.readytalk.com/cc/s/registrations/new?cid=j3hx9jcbqahw
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/03/24/2016-06508/relay-performance-during-stable-power-swings-reliability-standard
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/03/24/2016-06508/relay-performance-during-stable-power-swings-reliability-standard
https://www.federalregister.gov/articles/2016/03/23/2016-06509/requirements-for-frequency-and-voltage-ride-through-capability-of-small-generating-facilities
http://www.ferc.gov/eventcalendar/EventDetails.aspx?ID=8233&CalType=%20&CalendarID=116&Date=06/01/2016&View=Listview
http://www.ferc.gov/eventcalendar/EventDetails.aspx?ID=8233&CalType=%20&CalendarID=116&Date=06/01/2016&View=Listview
http://www.nerc.com/pa/Stand/Pages/Project-2007-06_2-System-Protection-Coordination.aspx
http://www.nerc.com/pa/Stand/Pages/Project-2007-06_2-System-Protection-Coordination.aspx
http://www.nerc.com/pa/Stand/Pages/Project-2007-06_2-System-Protection-Coordination.aspx
http://www.nerc.com/pa/Stand/Pages/Project%202015-07_Internal_Communications_Capabilities.aspx
http://www.nerc.com/pa/Stand/Pages/Project%202015-07_Internal_Communications_Capabilities.aspx
http://www.nerc.com/pa/Stand/Pages/Project%202015-07_Internal_Communications_Capabilities.aspx
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better sense the behavior of the transmission system and improve reliability.”  Synchrophasor 
technology can provide time-sychronized data at a rate that allows such systems to detect disturbances 
that cannot be observed with SCADA systems.  

About Us 
The Van Ness Feldman Electric Reliability Update is published by Malcolm McLellan, Ilan Gutherz, Van 
Smith, Gabe Tabak, Darsh Singh, Tyler Elliott, and Michael Weiner.  Van Ness Feldman counsels, advises 
and trains a wide range of clients on reliability matters.  Please email us or call us at 206.829.1814 or 
202.298.1800 for additional information.  Click here to sign up for the Reliability Update.   

Follow us on Twitter @VNFELECTRIC. 

© 2016 Van Ness Feldman, LLP. All Rights Reserved. This document has been prepared by Van Ness Feldman for informational purposes only and is not a 
legal opinion, does not provide legal advice for any purpose, and neither creates nor constitutes evidence of an attorney-client relationship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Selected Regional  
Compliance / Training  

Events 
May 2016 

10-12  FRCC CIP Compliance 
Workshop 

10-12 NPCC Spring 2016 
Compliance and 
Standards Workshop  

24-25 SPP CIP RE Workshop 

 

 
 
 

http://www.vnf.com/mmclellan
http://www.vnf.com/igutherz
http://www.vnf.com/vsmith
http://www.vnf.com/vsmith
http://www.vnf.com/gtabak
http://www.vnf.com/dsingh
mailto:rte@vnf.com
http://www.vnf.com/mweiner
http://www.vnf.com/
mailto:aba@vnf.com?subject=Reliability%20Update
http://www.vnf.com/KnowledgeCenter.aspx?SignUp=True
https://www.frcc.com/Compliance/SitePages/Home.aspx
https://www.frcc.com/Compliance/SitePages/Home.aspx
https://www.npcc.org/SitePages/RollupMeetings.aspx
https://www.npcc.org/SitePages/RollupMeetings.aspx
https://www.npcc.org/SitePages/RollupMeetings.aspx
http://www.spp.org/events/calendar/cip-spp-re-workshop/
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